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Who am I?

PhD, 2005-2009
EMBL-European Bioinformatics Institute

Postdoctoral Fellow, 2010-2013
California Institute of Technology

Curriculum Fellow, 2013-2014
Harvard Medical School

Edinburgh-Zhejiang Lecturer, since 2015
University of Edinburgh
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But who am I really?

mstefan@exseed.ed.ac.uk (GSPS) Postdoc to PI 13 April 2016 4 / 15



But who am I really?

mstefan@exseed.ed.ac.uk (GSPS) Postdoc to PI 13 April 2016 4 / 15



But who am I really?

mstefan@exseed.ed.ac.uk (GSPS) Postdoc to PI 13 April 2016 5 / 15



First postdoc: Caltech

Postdoctoral Fellow, 2010-2013
California Institute of Technology
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First postdoc: Caltech

The Good

Came with my own
fellowship (EMBO)

Interesting collaborations

Learned new techniques

Lots of lab space

Undergrad research
assistant

Working in the US

New networks

Beautiful place, nice
weather, awesome people

The Bad

Fellowship ran out

Small group

Ready for more
independence

No teaching experience

The Ugly
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Applications: The spreadsheet of doom

Looked for faculty (or
transitional) positions

Applied for everything
that looked interesting

Set time aside every day
for applications

Collected all applications
in a spreadsheet
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Applications: Be a beaver
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Applications: Get good reference letters
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Curriculum Fellowship: Harvard Medical School

Curriculum Fellow, 2013-2014
Harvard Medical School
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Curriculum Fellowship: Harvard Medical School

Curriculum Fellow, 2013-2014
Harvard Medical School
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A great mentor and a simple question

What do you want to do
next and what experiences
do you need to have now to
make this happen?

Johanna L. Gutlerner

Targeted activities

Gained teaching and
curriculum development
experience

Expanded my research
portfolio

Started new
collaborations

Acquired a small grant

Supervised graduate
research assistants
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Who am I?
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Applications: The spreadsheet of doom champagne

You get five interviews, you
get a job.

Caltech career talk

You get 30 rejections, we
open a bottle of champagne.

My mum

2014/2015 applications

15 applications

8 rejections

5 interview invitations

4 interviews

3 offers
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... and here I am
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